
To 2022-23 Southwest Parents and Families,

As we reflect on the upcoming school year, as well as last year’s full-time return from
COVID, there are several key factors that play into student success at Southwest.  To help
families and students be successful and thrive at school, the following are areas to discuss at
home as a family:

1) Electronic Devices (school-issued computers, cell phones, and earbuds)-District
policy 443.5 states that cellphones and earbuds are allowed during non-instructional
times within a school day.  That means, before school starts, during passing times,
during lunch, and at the end of school.  When students enter a classroom, best practice
is to turn off cell phones and store earbuds.

2) Arriving on time for class-attendance is the basis of success at school.  Provided a
student is not sick, they should strive to attend all classes and be on time.  Southwest
has a five-minute passing time to get to your locker, use the restroom, etc.  Southwest
also dims the hallway lights with 1-minute left in passing time to notify students to
make sure they are in their next class period.  Students should not be in the hallway
without a pass during a class period.

3) GBSW Student IDs ~ An ID is required at all times at Southwest. To enter school
students must show staff an ID.  If an ID is forgotten, it will be recorded and after five
times with a forgotten ID, another ID will be issued to the student and their account
will be charged $5.  Identifying staff, students, and vendors is absolutely crucial to
having a safe school environment.

4) New this year: students who leave the building for lunch will be allowed back into
the building five minutes before the first bell rings-not before unless returning
from an appointment.

5) Vapes and vape pens are not allowed! Even though this goes without saying that
illegal products such as alcohol, tobacco, drugs, etc are not allowed at school, vapes
have become an issue in the community.  If a student is found to have a vape there
will be both school and police consequences.

Students will be having expectation talks with administration during the first days of school.
However, these expectations are the most basic of expectations that set students up for
success in high school.  Southwest’s motto is “Together We Will” and this statement is never
more evident than family/school connections to help your student succeed.  Please call with
any questions.


